
How to Avoid Wasting 
Money and Time When 
Renovating Your Home



What You Need 
to Consider 
Before You Start

As my dad always said, ‘If you fail to 

plan, you plan to fail.’ So, the first thing 

to do is plan and plan how long you are 

going to remain in the house following 

your renovation:

1. Will it be 5 years to enjoy the lifestyle 

of the new additions, or;

2. Will it be 10 years while the kids go 

through school?



Knowing how long you are going to 

live in your newly renovated home is 

important - mostly due to the layout. 

Below are some important things to 

consider when thinking about layout:

Separation of Bedrooms for 
When Children are Younger 
and When They Grow Older
The placement of the bedrooms can 

influence the decision of whether 

a family would make an offer. For 

families with younger children, 

they prefer the children’s bedrooms 

to be close to the main bedroom. 

Those who are purchasing with older 

children would potentially prefer 

separate bedrooms to allow space for 

their teenagers.

View of the Pool and  
Garden from Living  
Areas and Kitchen
Keeping an eye on children is a 

challenge at the best of times - add a 

pool into the mix and your headspace 

goes to “Red-Alert.” If your renovation 

plans include a pool, ensure that it’s 

in clear view where their parents or 

guardians can supervise at all times.

Second Living Spaces or 
Play Areas
This is a popular requirement for 

families on both sides of the age 

range, but the requirements can vary. 

A second living room can allow space 

for older children away from their 

parents. Planning the room around 

technology and infrastructure, such as 

gaming and sound proofing, could be 

worth the extra cost for your own sake, 

as well as separate access for more 

freedom and independence. 

For buyers with younger children, 

a playroom is high on the wish list. 

Think about where this room should 

be located; close to the kitchen and 

living area is a great option for parents 

and guardians to continue with their to 

do list while being near the children. 

Also consider whether this area needs a 

door to hide the mess, or whether they  

like it open for full visibility.

How This  
Effects Your 
Renovation Plans



Noise Leakage from the 
Openness of Living Spaces  
How to Reduce It
Watching a movie, but the sound of 

the dishwasher keeps interrupting with 

its poorly timed beeping or the hum 

of the drying system at the end of the 

cycle? Then consider creating a separate 

utility space. 

Or does the sound of the TV flow 

through the open plan area, all the way 

to the bedrooms late at night - leaving 

you with easily woken children or 

having to repeatedly ask to “turn the TV 

down” from the main master bedroom?

Fixing these minor, yet inconvenient 

issues can make the potential buyer 

more comfortable with making an offer.

Usability of Storage Near 
Entrances (push chairs, 
bikes, shoes etc.)
For all families, storage is key! 

Young families need a space to hide 

away push chairs, bikes, scooters, 

and daycare/school bags. This can be 

lifesaving because if they’re left out, 

guaranteed a toddler will be climbing 

on them. 

For older children, a place for shoes, 

bags and countless school bags can all be 

neatly stored away and forgotten about. 

A good floorplan and layout with good 

degrees of separation, multiple living 

spaces and loads of usable storage will 

ensure you have a house that can suit 

a wider range of buyers when it comes 

time to sell.



A good question 
to ask is, ‘Does my 
home suit just me 
and my family, 
or does it suit 
most families?’

The goal is ‘most’. Some common issues 

with layout that I have seen are:

 • All bedrooms on one level (Unsuitable 

for older children)

 • Master bedroom on its own separate 

level (Unsuitable for younger children)

 • Kitchen on the top floor, away from 

garage (A treacherous journey for 

carrying groceries)

 • No clear view of the pool or playing 

area from other living spaces

Ask  
Yourself...



Perhaps the next important factor 

to consider is your budget. Your 

renovation budget should be made up 

of two things:

 • How much can you afford?

 • How much could the house be worth 

once it’s time to sell?

In my opinion, these are the two most 

important factors. Although this is just 

the tip of the iceberg when it comes to 

renovating, for any further guidance 

and tips and ideas, do get in touch with 

us today - we would be happy to help.

How much you can afford should be 

relatively easy to work out. However, 

how much the house could be worth 

may need some professional guidance.

Consult your local Real Estate agent 

(Me) and find out how much properties 

are selling for in the local market, how 

the market is responding to newly 

renovated homes and what buyers are 

looking for. This will give you a clear 

target, which will ensure that you’re 

making the most out of your newly 

renovated home!

How to Make It 
As Cost Effective 
As Possible
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